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Reasoning errors which weakens or 
invalidates arguments 
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Common Logical Fallacies

The issue of representativeness
The explicitness of relations
The appropriateness of evidence

Argument Presentation

Contextual Flow

Grammar

Unity
Contextual Logic

Structure
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1KaXHuVF5qVMgUuNq5wSjkiuX6XjbTpiWZiUpt0rNnsc/copy
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Grammar
Contextual Flow
Improved by coordinators, subordinators, 
transition words, phrases and conjunctive adverbs

CONTRASTADDITION INFLUENCE

in addition, 

besides, 

moreover,

furthermore

whereas, 

in contrast, 

however,

on the other hand

hence, 

therefore,

consequently,

As a result
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Ex 1-1

The Strawberry Generation refers to those 

born after 1981. However, some think that 

the strawberries do not like to follow orders 

because they have their own thoughts 

toward work. (S1) 
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Ex 1-1
The Strawberry Generation refers to those born 

after 1981. Regarding the strawberries, some 

think that they do not like to follow orders because 

they have their own thoughts toward work. 
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Ex 1-2
Type 2 diabetes is a progressive metabolic 

disease that caused money on the treatment of 

complications. The medication has been 

developed to delay the happen relative to any 

complexities. However, many doctors and 

researchers have practiced finding out a proper 

solution to treat patients with type 2 diabetes. 

(S2)
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Ex 1-2
Type 2 diabetes is a progressive metabolic 

disease that caused money on the treatment of 

complications. The medication has been 

developed to delay the happen relative to any 

complexities. Therefore, for years many 

doctors and researchers have practiced finding 

out a more proper solution to treat patients 

with type 2 diabetes.
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Structure
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Structure
- Unity

The topic sentence/ thesis 

statement should correspond 

with the main concept.

The concluding sentence should 

summarize the main ideas.

Intro

Main 

arguments

Point 1, 2…

Conclusion 

TSS/ TS

(a summarized sentence 

of the main concept)

Supporting ideas 

(with supportive data)

CS

(a summarized sentence 

of the main ideas)

General to 

specific

Apply to a more 

general context

Problem(s) 

to 

Solution(s)
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Example 2-1

Secondly, the vaccination against cervical cancer is 

not promoted sufficiently. Infection of HPVs has 

been the most dangerous risk factor for cervical 

cancer. The HPV vaccine is now available in the 

market but some defects of it are needed to be 

considered, such as the effectiveness of HPV 

vaccine has not been confirmed on different 

populations yet. The price is no affordable for many 

people. (S4)

details/ major risk

details/ potential risk detail/ problem
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Example 2-2
The first issue is the side effects of influenza vaccines.

Influenza vaccines are just like other medicines which may have

some serious side effects. From Vaccine Information Statement of CDC,

children may have the rare risk of death inducing from hypersensitivity

reactions after accepting vaccination. Except for allergic reactions,

other severe complications resulting from influenza vaccination such as

lymphadenitis have been reported. Otherwise, the more common side

effects after children accepting influenza vaccination include

fever, soreness, cough or other similar symptoms induced when they

infected the influenza virus.

Therefore, the vaccination safety and necessity would be the reasons

that parents’ negative attitude of vaccination for their children. (S5)
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Structure - Contextual logic
Preventions to HIV transmission are now widely discussed. One remedy is to

use antiretroviral treatment (ART). ART reduces viral load in plasma and

genital secretions (Hart et al., 1999). Mathematical model have suggested

that universal testing and immediate ART treatment can achieve rapid

halving of mortality, thus control HIV pandemic to just 1 incident case of

HIV infection per 1000 people by 2020, and reduce the prevalence of HIV

infection to < 1% by 2050 (Granich et al., 2009). ART can be generally used

as effective pre-exposure prophylaxis before exposed to HIV virus and

effective post-exposure prophylaxis immediately after exposure. When fully

implemented, it may virtually eliminate vertical transmission and reduce

transmission in heterosexual couples as well (Donnell et al., 2010). Hence,

ART treatment is a sound prevention method over the long-term (Fang et al.,

2007). (S6)

What specific topic

solution

Method for 

evaluating 

the 

solution

What: 

when

Apply into 

a more 

general 

context 15



Argument Presentation
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Argument Presentation

The issue of 
representativeness

The explicitness of 
relations

The appropriateness of 
evidence

01 02

03
Love Is A Fallacy

by Max Shulman
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3-1-1 Dicto Simpliciter
A fallacy in which a general rule is treated as 

universally true regardless of the circumstances.

Example

The seriousness of a punishment should match the seriousness of 

the crime. Right now, the punishment for drunk driving may 

simply be a fine. However, driving is a very serious crime that can 

kill innocent people. So the death penalty should be the 

punishment for drunk driving.

The issue of 
representativeness
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Example 3-1-1
Good presents share similar characteristics: organized visual aids, rich 

body language, and clearly delivery. Therefore, a good realization of the 

presentation restrictions, well-prepared materials, and practice are the 

essential tips for an outstanding presentation. Observe and apply these 

skills , a successful presentation is in your hand. (S7)the goal of conducting a successful presentation is more 

likely to be achieved. 

Tips
Separate your premises from your conclusion.

To conduct both micro- & macro-evaluations of the 

appropriateness of the conclusion.
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3-1-2 Hasty Generalization
Making assumptions about a whole group or range 

of cases based on a sample that is inadequate. 

Example:

McDonald's and KFC offer foods with little nutrition, and 

thus we cannot expect any fast food restaurant to provide us 

with nutritious foods.

The issue of 
representativeness
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Example 3-1-2

Still, under the effect of high divorce rate, single-parent 

family gradually becomes a commonly observed form of 

family. (S8)

Ask yourself what kind of “sample” you are using.

Polite form is always a safe key.

may

Tips
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The explicitness 
of relations3-2-1 Post hoc/ false cause

Assuming that because B comes after A, A caused B.

Example:

Most young criminals watch violent movies before they 

commit their crimes; obviously, violent movies lead to 

juvenile delinquency.

President Jones raised taxes, and then the rate of violent 

crime went up. Jones is responsible for the rise in crime. 
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3-2-2 Slippery slope The explicitness 
of relations

Claim that a sort of chain reaction, usually ending in 

some dire consequence, will take place, but there's really 

not enough evidence for that assumption. 

Example:

Animal experimentation reduces our respect for life. If we don't 

respect life, we are likely to be more and more tolerant of violent 

acts like war and murder. Soon our society will become a 

battlefield in which everyone constantly fears for their lives. It will 

be the end of civilization. To prevent this terrible consequence, we 

should make animal experimentation illegal right now.
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Example 3-2-2
Even though relevant studies have been explored in the field, 

customers always chase after novelty. As a result, if the new 

model is invented and introduced to the market, customers 

will have more options to choose from. This can lead to an 

increasing profit which results in the expansion of a 

company’s market potential. (S10)

Tips
Check your argument for chains of consequences and 

make sure these chains are reasonable.
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3-2-3 False Analogy The explicitness 
of relations

If the two things that are being compared aren't really alike in the 

relevant respects, the analogy is a weak one, and the argument 

that relies on it commits the fallacy of weak analogy.

Example:

Guns are like hammers. They are both tools with metal 

parts that could be used to kill someone, and yet it 

would be ridiculous to restrict the purchase of hammers. 

So restrictions on purchasing guns are equally ridiculous.
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3-3-1 Bandwagon
The appropriateness of 

evidence

Example:

Gay marriages are just immoral. 70% of Americans think so.

30

There are several versions of the ad populum fallacy, but what 

they all have in common is that in them, the arguer takes 

advantage of the desire most people have to be liked and to fit in 

with others and uses that desire to try to get the audience to 

accept his or her argument. 



Example 3-3-1

Tips

Be aware of 2 sides of a story.

It is generally considered that the knowledge base of the new generations are 

getting worse; therefore, the key is to improve the quality of education. 

Consequently, expanding the duration of schooling is not a well suited solution to 

our plight. Furthermore, the majority of Taiwanese (67%)  do not believe in the 

myth that higher education leads to better employment opportunity. Therefore, the 

policy of 12-Year Compulsory Education is not the solution we seek for, and its 

practice should be reconsidered. (S12)

Ensure your reasons for your position can justify your 

main argument.
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3-3-2 Appeal to authority
The appropriateness of 

evidence

Referring to the fallacy of using inappropriate 

authority who really isn’t much of an expert.

Example:

We should abolish the death penalty. Many respected people, 

such as actor Guy Handsome, have publicly stated their 

opposition to it.
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Example 3-3-2

Tips

Cite a recognized source.

According to a research conducted by Business Weekly, most teachers evaluate that 

students in two-parent families have better general performance than those in single 

parent families (2004). The findings reveal that students in two-parent families tend 

to be more confident in learning and in social life (ibid). (S13)

If a rare case is used, give sufficient explanation to the 

decision.
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Identify types of fallacies you're especially prone to.

Take-home Messages

Use premises that are true and relevant to the issue.

Do NOT make claims so strong or sweeping that you 

can’t really support them.

Broad claims need more proof than narrow ones. 

all, no, none, every, always, never, no one 〉

some, many, few, sometimes, usually.
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CREDITS: This presentation template was 
created by Slidesgo, including icons by 

Flaticon, infographics & images by Freepik
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